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Dr. Raphael Deberdt graduated from the Department of Anthropology of the University of British Columbia. He is a
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Copenhagen Business School after two years as a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Colorado

School of Mines. His expertise is centered on socio-environmental justice, extractivism, resource frontiers, and
political ecology. He specializes in the inequalities sputred by the exposure and responses to climate risks through

booming green extractivism. His interest in Central Africa motivated his research on the artisanal cobalt sector. He
has conducted fieldwork in the DRC, the United States, Sweden, and the EU and has over 7 years of consulting
expertise in the responsible minerals field. His research has been published in high-ranking journals, as well as in book

chapters and professional reports.
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influence of critical minerals processing. Political Geography.
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[online]
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again?. Responsible Sonrcing Network. [online]
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SERVICE

Academic Advisory Board
2024 - Advisory Board Member of Durham University led research project “Cleaning up Green Minerals”

[ournal Article Reviewer

Business and Human Rights Journal, Extractive Industries and Society, Journal of Environmental Management, Anthropology Today,
Alliance for African Partnership Perspectives, Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy, Eunropean, Comparative & International
Environmental Law, and Energy Research & Social Science, Nature Sustainability.

Grant Reviewer
Swiss National Science Foundation.

HONORS AND AWARDS

2023 Anthropology PhD Dissertation Writing Award

2022 Olav Slaymaker Scholarship in Environment

2022 Liu Institute Scholar

2021 Public Scholar Initiative (PSI)

2020 President’s Academic Excellence Initiative PhD Award

2019 Four Year Fellowship (4YTF)

2019 International Tuition Award

2019 AGSA-AGSC Travel Award

GRANT PARTICIPATION

2025 Colorado School of Mines. Department of Energy, Critical Materials Innovation Hub ($399,000)
2021-2025 Colorado School of Mines. National Science Foundation, Growing Convergence in Research

project “Responsible Critical Elements: Transforming Harth Resource Development for a Carbon-
Neutral Future” ($3,286,060.00).

2024 Colorado School of Mines. Sloan Foundation project to examine the role of refineries and mining-
refining integration for the production of nickel and cobalt in the United States ($750,000).

2024 Colorado School of Mines. Department of Energy, Critical Materials Innovation Hub ($399,000)
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Academic

2025 Remining and Reprocessing as a Response to Mining's Socio-Environmental and Economic
Critiques. Keynote. Remining 2025. Helmholtz Institute Freiberg for Resource Technology, Freiberg,
Germany.

2025 Material Conditions of Al, Humanities Summer Institute, Salt Lake City, Utah, United States

2024 Re-mining for the Green Transition. Continuation of Socio-economic and Environmental Pressures
Through Reprocessing Tailings and Reopening Mines, European Association of Social
Anthropologists, Barcelona, Spain.

2023 Critical Minerals & the Climate: What’s at Stake in the Ring of Fire? York University, Osgoode Hall
Law School, Environmental Justice & Sustainability Clinic, Toronto, Canada.

2022 The Economics and Ethics of Extraction and De(Growth). American Anthropological Association
Annual Meeting. Seattle, United States.

2022 Extractive Bargains at Different Scales. Experts’ closing roundtable. University of Northern British
Columbia, Prince George, Canada.

2020 Industry Associations as Transnational Law Makers: The Case of the Responsible Minerals Initiative.
Law and Society Association (LSA) Annual Conference, virtual meeting.

2017 Mining in Comparative Perspectives, Trends, Transformations and Theories. University of Ghent,
Conflict Research Group, Ghent, Belgium.

Policy and Public

2022 Panel Discussion on Green Transition Minerals and Natural Resources Management. Online
Webinat. Global Affairs Canada and Natural Resources Canada.

2021 The Future of Impact Investing: An Investor’s Guide to ESG. Deep dive: Impact Investing in Africa.
Online Webinar. Impact Investment.

2021 Baseline Study of Artisanal and Small-Scale Cobalt Mining in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Online Webinar. Responsible Minerals Initiative.

2019 Preparing your 2018 Conflict Minerals Report. Online Webinar. Assent Compliance.

2019 Contflict Minerals, Present and Future. Online Webinar. Boundless Impact Investing.

2019 Mining the Disclosures 2019: An Investor Guide to Conflict Minerals and Cobalt Disclosures in Year
Six. Online Webinar. Responsible Sourcing Network and Aviva Investors.

2018 Conflict Minerals Reporting and Supply Chain Assessment. Assent Compliance Supply Chain
Summit Series, Chicago, IL, United States.

2018 Measuring and Communication Impact. Responsible Minerals Initiative Annual Conference, Santa
Clara, CA, United States.

2018 Contflict Resolution: Responsible Sourcing and Ethical Minerals. Net Impact Conference, Phoenix,
AZ, United States.

2018 Mining the Disclosures 2018: An Investor Guide to Conflict Minerals Disclosures in Year Five.
Online Webinar. Responsible Sourcing Network and Responsible Minerals Initiative.

2018 Regional success stories of responsible sourcing in the Congo. AIAG Contflict Minerals Briefing,
Southfield, MI, United States.

2017 Mining the Disclosures 2017: An Investor Guide to Conflict Minerals Disclosures in Year Four.
Online Webinar. Responsible Sourcing Network and Source Intelligence.

PANEL ORGANIZATION

2024 Infrastructural Residues: Reproduction and Destruction of Infrastructures Across Space and Time.
Huropean Association of Social Anthropologists, Barcelona, Spain. (with P. Budka, J. Sinanan, and
K. Schmid)
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WORKSHOPS

2024 Governing Critical Minerals and Energy Transition in the New Environment-Security Nexus.
Stockholm.

2022 Extractive Bargains at Different Scales. University of Northern British Columbia.

2021 Rethinking Extractivist Capitalism by Young International Scholars Autumn Research School

(YISARES). University of Bremen.

TEACHING

University of British Columbia

2023 82 ANTH 206 (Anthropology of the Supernatural) with Dr. Kate Kingsbury

2022 W1 ANTH 205 (Anthropology of Insurrections and Revolution) with Dr. Gastén Gordillo.
2021 W2 ANTH 100A 002 (Introduction to Cultural Anthropology) with Dr. Amirpouyan Shiva.
2021 81 ANTH 203 (Anthropology of Drugs) with Dr. Rafael Wainer.

2021 Wt ANTH 300A (Contemporary Anthropological Theory) with Dr. Shaylih Muelhmann.
2021 Wt ANTH 203 (Anthropology of Drugs) with Dr. Hugh Gusterson.

2020 W1 ANTH 203 (Anthropology of Drugs) with Dr. Shaylih Muelhmann.

Colorado School of Mines

2024 W2 ENDS 430 (Corporate Social Responsibility) with Dr. Nicole M. Smith.
2024 W2 MNGN 571 (Energy, Natural Resources, and Society) with Dr. Nicole M. Smith.
STUDENT MENTORING

Throughout my academic and professional journeys, I have been mentoring BA students as interns for Responsible
Sourcing Network, JD students as research associates for IMPACT, and PhD and MA students within the
Colorado School of Mines.

RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

November 2023 — Present Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit, Toronto, Canada
Expert consultant on the development of a two-year project related to responsible artisanal cobalt mining for the
German cooperation agency.

March 2020 — Present SCS Global Services, Emeryville, CA, United States
Committee Member for the Certification Standard for Sustainably Produced Diamonds providing expertise on social
and cultural impacts of diamond mining.

June 2017 — Present Responsible Sourcing Network, Oakland, CA, USA

Minerals Program Associate position to research and write the Mining the Disclosures reports evaluating companies’
due diligence on conflict minerals. Development of full KPI questionnaire aligned with the requirements of the
OECD Guidance. In charge of the organization’s expansion to cobalt, lithium and nickel.
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September 2022 — February 2024~ European Commission, Brussels, Belgium
Expert consultant on the three-year review of the EU conflict minerals regulation 2018/821. In-depth analysis of the
current impacts and effectiveness of the law.

November 2021 — June 2023 IMPACT, Ottawa, ON, Canada

External consultant to support three projects of the non-profit, including (1) definition of the intervention in the
context of the UNEP Global Environmental Facility’s GOLD ++ projects in Guinea and Cote d’Ivoire regarding
mercury reduction in ASM gold mining; (2) definition and implementation of Microsoft CSR engagement in the
cobalt sector; (3) management of a gender impact project in cobalt.

September 2020 — July 2021 Responsible Minerals Initiative, Alexandria, VA, United States
As an independent researcher I was commissioned by the RMI to perform a base study of the cobalt artisanal sector,
including its relationships with industrial mining companies.

February 2020 — October 2020 WikiRate.org, Berlin, Germany
Expert consultant to measure the global uptake of the OECD Guidance. Landmark report published by the OECD.

July 2018 — July 2020 RCS Global Group, Berlin, Germany

Global analyst with experience in audit certification regarding human rights, corruption, OHS and environmental
issues. Advising numerous companies to support the development of responsible minerals sourcing practices,
particulatly regarding 3TG, cobalt, lithium, and nickel. Management of cobalt mapping programs for car
manufacturers. International point of contact of Better Mining, focused on ASM monitoring. Auditor on treatment
units and mine sites based on the OECD Guidance, including communities in and around mine sites.

September 2016 — May 2017 Global Witness, Washington DC, USA

Researched conflict minerals in the DRC and the impacts of the Dodd Frank Act Section 1502 on mineral trade from
Central Africa. Extensively studied the due diligence process under the OECD Guidance. Involved in advocating at
the US Congress regarding anti-corruption and anti-money laundering issues.

June 2014 — Septenber 2014 Dynamique des Groupes des Peuples Autochtones, Kinshasa, DRC
Advocacy on the behalf of Indigenous Batwa groups in Kinshasa for the recognition of ILO Convention no. 169.
Including the writing and research of the Atlas of Indigenous People of the Congo Bassin.

OTHER SKILLS

French native, English bilingual, Spanish limited proficiency.

e Volunteering

2019 —2020  Graduate Student Society Representative of the anthropology graduate students
2019 University of British Columbia ~ Pro bono researcher for First Nations land claims
2017 Georgetown University Pro bono French translator for asylum-seekers
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