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Google And Its Antitrust 
Troubles – The Bigger 
Picture



Case (Alleged) Abusive Behavior Jurisdictions (abuse unless indicated)

Google Search 
(Shopping)

Self-favoring, directing users to 
Google offerings

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Germany (no abuse 2013), UK 
(no abuse 2016), EU (2017), Brazil (no abuse 2018), 
Turkey (2020), Russia (2022), US DOJ (no abuse 2024), 
US (pending in California) Hungary (pending), South 
Africa (pending), India (pending)

Google Android Securing preinstallation status for 
Google Search on Android 
smartphones, and in some cases (US 
DOJ) also iPhone

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Russia (2016), EU (2018), 
Turkey (2018), South Korea (2021), Italy (2021), US DOJ 
(2024), India (2022), Japan (pending), and Brazil 
(pending) 

Google Ad Tech Favoring own ads auction system, 
potentially at the expense of 
publishers 

France (2021), EU (abuse 2025), US DOJ (abuse 2025), 
US Texas (pending in New York), India (pending), UK 
(pending), Chile (pending), Canada (pending), and 
Australia (pending)

Google Play The terms and fees for selling apps on 
Android devices are unfair and 
exclusionary

India (2022), US (2023), Japan (pending), South Korea 
(pending), Germany (pending), Netherlands (pending), 
Chile (pending), Hungary (pending) Australia (pending)  

Google AdSence Use of restrictive clauses with websites India (no abuse 2018), Brazil (no abuse 2018), EU 
(2019), Turkey (2020) and Japan (pending)

Antitrust cases against Google (primo 2025
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The prominent cases are 
Google Search (Shopping) and 

Google Android



Case (Alleged) Abusive behavior Jurisdictions (abuse unless indicated)

Google Search 
(Shopping)

Self-favoring, directing users to 
Google offerings

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Germany (no abuse 2013), UK 
(no abuse 2016), EU (2017), Brazil (no abuse 2018), 
Turkey (2020), Russia (2022), US DOJ (no abuse 2024), 
US (pending in California) Hungary (pending), South 
Africa (pending), India (pending)

Google Android Securing preinstallation status for 
Google Search on Android 
smartphones, and in some cases (US 
DOJ) also iPhone

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Russia (2016), EU (2018), 
Turkey (2018), South Korea (2021), Italy (2021), US DOJ 
(2024), India (2022), Japan (pending), and Brazil 
(pending) 

Google Ad Tech Favoring own ads auction system, 
potentially at the expense of 
publishers 

France (2021), EU (abuse 2025), US DOJ (abuse 2025), 
US Texas (pending in New York), India (pending), UK 
(pending), Chile (pending), Canada (pending), and 
Australia (pending)

Google Play The terms and fees for selling apps on 
Android devices are unfair and 
exclusionary

India (2022), US (2023), Japan (pending), South Korea 
(pending), Germany (pending), Netherlands (pending), 
Chile (pending), Hungary (pending) Australia (pending)  

Google AdSence Use of restrictive clauses with websites India (no abuse 2018), Brazil (no abuse 2018), EU 
(2019), Turkey (2020) and Japan (pending)

Antitrust cases against Google (primo 2025
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And Ad Tech



Antitrust cases against Google (primo 2025

Case (Alleged) Abusive behavior Jurisdictions (abuse unless indicated)

Jedi-Blue Google has concluded revenue-
sharing agreements with Meta, 
allowing this to join Google’s Open 
Bidding program. Enforcers are 
contemplating if this is akin to market 
sharing.

EU (no issues 2022), UK (no issues 2023), and Brazil 
(pending). 

Scraping Using others IP without authorization EU (pending), Denmark (no issues 2024), Brazil 
(pending, Germany (informal closing 2022), Spain 
(pending), US (pending), France (interim relief 2020).  

Claim for damage The different victims of Google’s 
misdeeds claim damage. Sometimes 
based on a decision

UK (pending), Sweden (pending), Germany (pending), 
France (pending), Netherlands (pending), and Czech 
(pending)

Others Unknown Not relevant
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In contrast, the scraping and other IP 
cases have not been given prominence, 

but this will change



Google and its business

• Google offers a large number of services and products (according to 
Google Search: well over 250 services, and potentially over 800), often of 
complementary nature and for free. By this, Google has created an 
ecosystem covering most ways of utilizing and accessing the internet 

Dias 5



• However, at the core Google sells advertisements. Either on content pages 
(called publishers) or through sponsored links on the Internet

Google and its business
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Google Search and Google AdSence
Is about sponsored links. Google Ad 

Tech is about content pages



• However, Google’s core is selling advertisements. Either on content pages 
(called publishers) or through sponsored links on the Internet

Google and its business
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Google is probably one of the biggest 
publishers with YouTube



• However, Google’s core is selling advertisements. Either on content pages 
(called publishers) or through sponsored links on the Internet

Google and its business
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I strongly recommend the antitrust 
channel on YouTube



Google and its business

• It took several years before interest was given to Google's anti-competitive 
actions and strategic deployment of ecosystems
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• in 2013 without identifying legal issues but restarted in 2019/2020

•
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Giving rise to the concept of ‘hipster antitrust’



The general perception is that this is all new
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The general perception is that this is all new
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Starting with Lina Khan Amazon paper 
(2017)



Bork published his book in 1978
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But its not, and all goes back to Robert 
Bork



Bork published his book in 1978
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And Bork must be really smart



Robert Bork - Known from a massacre (1973)
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And an unsuccessful Supreme Court nomination (1987)
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Block by the house, including a young 
Joe Biden



The judicial version of Darth Vader or He-Man?
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What did Bork articulate (in respect to antitrust)?

• The object of antitrust should be consumer welfare and intervention 
reserved for agreements impeding consumer welfare

• Only horizontal cartels should be a priority and if unclear = no intervention

Dias 18



Bork legacy: Minimalistic antitrust
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How does this play into Google Shopping?
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Unlocking Google Shopping
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I have tried to reconstruct how Google 
worked pre-2017
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Let’s assume you are going to an important business event and 
realized you are without a tie

Searching on the internet with Google
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Choosing a product e.g. 
“Hugo Boss ties” still 
involves multiple searches

Searching on the internet with Google 
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Choosing a product e.g. 
“Hugo Boss ties” still 
involves multiple searches
1. general search
2. Google offerings (using 

a special Shopping Unit)
3. vertical search providing 

content for the boxes
4. (sponsored links)

Searching on the internet with Google 
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• Google refers to its 
services as universal 
searches (disputing the 
separation between 
horizontal and vertical 
searches)

• Moreover, Google sees 
the Shopping Unit as 
innovation (an 
improvement to the 
general search)

Searching on the internet with Google 



See you in court

Dias 26

We could also lawyer up and look at the 
legal angles of the cases



Case (Alleged) Abusive behavior Jurisdictions (abuse unless indicated)

Google Search 
(Shopping)

Self-favoring, directing users to 
Google offerings

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Germany (no abuse 2013), UK 
(no abuse 2016), EU (2017), Brazil (no abuse 2018), 
Turkey (2020), Russia (2022), US DOJ (no abuse 2024), 
US (pending in California) Hungary (pending), South 
Africa (pending), India (pending)

Google Android Securing preinstallation status for 
Google Search on Android 
smartphones, and in some cases (US 
DOJ) also iPhone

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Russia (2016), EU (2018), 
Turkey (2018), South Korea (2021), Italy (2021), US DOJ 
(2024), India (2022), Japan (pending), and Brazil 
(pending) 

Google Ad Tech Favoring own ads auction system, 
potentially at the expense of 
publishers 

France (2021), EU (abuse 2025), US DOJ (abuse 2025), 
US Texas (pending in New York), India (pending), UK 
(pending), Chile (pending), Canada (pending), and 
Australia (pending)

Google Play The terms and fees for selling apps on 
Android devices are unfair and 
exclusionary

India (2022), US (2023), Japan (pending), South Korea 
(pending), Germany (pending), Netherlands (pending), 
Chile (pending), Hungary (pending) Australia (pending)  

Google AdSence Use of restrictive clauses with websites India (no abuse 2018), Brazil (no abuse 2018), EU 
(2019), Turkey (2020) and Japan (pending)

Antitrust cases against Google (primo 2025)
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FTC closed its Google investigation (2013)
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See p. 86 of the FTC Memo

• “In sum, Staff acknowledges the difficulties inherent 

in this area of the investigation, not only because of 

the legal hurdles we would face, but because of the 

strong procompetitive justifications Google has set 

forth….. condemnation, would require an extensive 

balancing of these factors, a task that courts have 

been unwilling - in similar  circumstances - to 

perform under Section 2.” 

• It was difficult for the Staff to label the 

behavior as detrimental to the interests of 

consumers, making it unlikely that the FTC 

would ultimately prevail in court



And an unsuccessful Supreme Court nomination (1987)
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Bork didn’t join the US Supreme Court, 
but other conservative forces did
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1. April 2013 
2. October 2013
3. February 2014

And the EU tried to follow suit
With three rounds of commitments 
attempts before moving to a formal 

decision
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2014: Vestager aka ”The Enforcer”



DG COMP’s theory of harm untangled

DG COMP’s (2017) Decision is badly drafted, but establish that 

• It is neither abusive to blend search results, nor to apply 
adjustment mechanisms, but it can be abusive if this is done 
maliciously for downgrading competing results

Dias 32



Case (Alleged) Abusive behavior Jurisdictions (abuse unless indicated)

Google Search 
(Shopping)

Self-favoring, directing users to 
Google offerings

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Germany (no abuse 2013), UK 
(no abuse 2016), EU (2017), Brazil (no abuse 2018), 
Turkey (2020), Russia (2022), US DOJ (no abuse 2024), 
US (pending in California) Hungary (pending), South 
Africa (pending), India (pending)

Google Android Securing preinstallation status for 
Google Search on Android 
smartphones, and in some cases (US 
DOJ) also iPhone

US FTC (no abuse 2013), Russia (2016), EU (2018), 
Turkey (2018), South Korea (2021), Italy (2021), US DOJ 
(2024), India (2022), Japan (pending), and Brazil 
(pending) 

Google Ad Tech Favoring own ads auction system, 
potentially at the expense of 
publishers 

France (2021), EU (abuse 2025), US DOJ (abuse 2025), 
US Texas (pending in New York), India (pending), UK 
(pending), Chile (pending), Canada (pending), and 
Australia (pending)

Google Play The terms and fees for selling apps on 
Android devices are unfair and 
exclusionary

India (2022), US (2023), Japan (pending), South Korea 
(pending), Germany (pending), Netherlands (pending), 
Chile (pending), Hungary (pending) Australia (pending)  

Google AdSence Use of restrictive clauses with websites India (no abuse 2018), Brazil (no abuse 2018), EU 
(2019), Turkey (2020) and Japan (pending)

Antitrust cases against Google (primo 2025)
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To understand the motive, we need to 
go Android



Google Android (in EU and US)

• Google 

a) Uses Play Store to require pre-installation of a suit of Google products, 
including Search

b) Paid mobile manufacturer and operators for pre-installation 

c) Restricted the development of Android OS based alternatives
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Here, Google had tied different Google 
offerings
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Users are migrating to mobile searches

And counter the effect of use migration 
where users migrate from desktop to 
mobile devices when accessing the 

internet 

This served to secure default 
status across platforms



The Browser Wars I-IV
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This all leads back to a series of Browser 
Wars (google it if you don’t trust me)



Memo from Bill Gates (1995)
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The first is the best documented



Memo from Bill Gates (1995)
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The movie has very little to do with 
realities



Dias 39

Users are migrating to mobile searches
The movie “Blackberry”, shows how the 
iPhone changes everything kicking off 

Browser War III



Google Shopping on Appeal (10 SEP 24)

• In September 2024 the Court of Justice, the EU’s highest judicial 
authority, upheld the General Court ruling closing the case
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Google Android on appeal (14 SEP 22)

• The Court upheld almost all of DG COMP’s Decision, including 
the motive

Dias 41



The essential conclusions from the rulings

• Article 102 can be successfully applied against leverage if there 
is political will to police against this (and full understanding of 
the business case)
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FTC closed its Google investigation (2013)
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See p. 86 of the FTC Memo

• “In sum, Staff acknowledges the difficulties inherent 

in this area of the investigation, not only because of 

the legal hurdles we would face, but because of the 

strong procompetitive justifications Google has set 

forth….. condemnation, would require an extensive 

balancing of these factors, a task that courts have 

been unwilling - in similar  circumstances - to 

perform under Section 2.” 

• It was difficult for the Staff to label the 

behavior as detrimental to the interests of 

consumers, making it unlikely that the FTC 

would ultimately prevail in court

With the benefit of hindsight, it’s 
apparent that FTC had little appetite for 
a high-profile case they were struggling 

to understand or explain



What is next - Legally

Dias 44

This also means we need to look forward.
Currently, we are probably in Browser War IV 
where ecosystem are used to secure longevity



And soon cars, speakers, watches etc.
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In the case of Google, the ecosystem 
serves to protect the position as 

gatekeepers



And soon cars, speakers, watches etc.
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Microsoft OpenAI could potentially 
dethrone Google by negating the need 
to use a browser



And soon cars, speakers, watches etc.
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Microsoft OpenAI could potentially 
dethrone Google by negating the need to 
use a browser

It’s fun to make jokes about ChatGP and 
AI, but I’m convinced Google is not 
laughing



And soon cars, speakers, watches etc.
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Google need to train its AI, and this 
could involve IP infringements

(explaining the IP-cases)



Antitrust cases against Google (primo 2025)

Case (Alleged) Abusive behavior Jurisdictions (abuse unless indicated)

Jedi-Blue Google has concluded revenue-
sharing agreements with Meta, 
allowing this to join Google’s Open 
Bidding program. Enforcers are 
contemplating if this is akin to market 
sharing.

EU (no issues 2022), UK (no issues 2023), and Brazil 
(pending). 

Scraping Using others IP without authorization EU (pending), Denmark (no issues 2024), Brazil 
(pending, Germany (informal closing 2022), Spain 
(pending), US (pending), France (interim relief 2020).  

Claim for damage The different victims of Google’s 
misdeeds claim damage. Sometimes 
based on a decision

UK (pending), Sweden (pending), Germany (pending), 
France (pending), Netherlands (pending), and Czech 
(pending)

Others Unknown Not relevant
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In contrast, has the scraping and other IP 
cases not been given prominence, but 

this will change



Any Questions?

Otherwise, feel free to reach out cbe@drbergqvist.dk 

Dias 50

mailto:cbe@drbergqvist.dk
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