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Welcome and Introduction

• This year marks the 15th anniversary of the EU’s official opening of 
Google Shopping by issuing a Statement of Objection (30 November
2010)

• The case was formally closed in 2024 with the Court of Justice’s ruling, 
but the follow-on litigation is pending, and the same applies to the 
many cases that have been opened in the wake of the EU’s Decision

• Google Shopping was not the first attempt to apply antitrust to 
Google. That honor goes to the Federal Trade Commission (2013) and 
a German Court (2013), but neither identified any infringement

• Safe for a Russian decision, the EU’s Google Shopping was the first 
Decision that did not exonerate Google of any wrongdoing, and 
subsequently, just about every jurisdiction opened an antitrust 
investigation

• So, nominating Google Shopping as one of the most significant 
antitrust decisions of the century is not an attempt by EU lawyers to 
monopolize this market 
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Welcome and Introduction

• To celebrate Google Shopping, the principle it stands for what we have learned, we have compiled a 
program that will allow us to understand this in the course of a single day

• Considering the complexity of the case, and cases, a single day cannot do justice to this, which is 
why we have been forced to make some drastic choices

– Each speaker will have a 30-minute slot. For practical reasons, this will likely amount to closer 
to 25 minutes, but we are committed to strict time management 

– To cut time, we will not introduce each speaker lengthily but refer to their CV

– The speakers are very competent and intimate with the subject they cover, but might have a 
horse in the race by representing either Google or some of the plaintiffs. I have asked them to 
disclose this very briefly with a short disclaimer to cut time

– We have chosen not to organize panel discussions on one or two specific cases but focus on 
how the original Google Shopping case has evolved into multiple global cases. The overarching 
narrative is therefore twofold: (a) what we have learned, and (b) where we are today

– We have, in particular, tasked the speakers with considering what we have learned and where 
we are now compared to 15 years ago. Naturally, some early understood what was going on, 
but I think most have learned much from the Google saga on ecosystems and antitrust

– Another thing we have asked the speakers to consider is how the cases are linked, including if, 
and how, jurisdictions might take inspiration from each other, building on others’ work

– Some of the cases are unpublished or pending. This is, e.g., the EU AdTech Decision and IP 
antitrust cases. Here, we have asked the speakers to provide some details to allow us to 
understand the merits of the cases



Welcome and Introduction
There will be some breaks with 

refreshments for in-person 
participants



Welcome and Introduction
Presentations will be available 

subsequently



Thanks for Today!

• A big thanks to the speakers, but also a big thanks to those who have 
made this event possible by providing financial and organizational 
support
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