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Feminism, Activism, Writing!
In November, Professor Sine N. Just, 
Associate Professor Sara Louise 
Muhr and Associate Professor 
Annette Risberg gathered 65 people 
of different genders who met for 
two days to discuss the future of 
feminism in academia addressing 
the question: How can we develop 
a viable research agenda for social 
change and what are the means of 
communicating it to disciplinary 
communities, activist networks and 
society at large? The application 
process for the workshop was 
different to most academic 
workshops: Instead of sending 

an abstract, the applicants were asked to submit a 
motivation letter why they wanted to participate. We 
received a mind-blowing 120 applicants and accepted 
60. Junior scholars could also apply for a bursary 
for their travelling and accommodation costs and 20 
bursaries were given. 

The two days were divided between smaller group 
discussions and plenary sessions where the groups 
reported their activities. The following themes were 
covered: 
• (Post?)feminist discourses
• Affective Activism
• Powerful Writing
• Alternative Feminist Organizing

The participants engaged with energy and enthusiasm 
rarely seen and the sessions consisted of discussions, 
drawings and writing based on the four themes. 
Solutions, suggestions and agendas were brought 
together in the plenary sessions and one outcome of 
the two days was a decision to carry on the network in 
future activities carried out by among other the new 
Diversity & Difference Platform. 
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Post-Governance

On November 15, the Shifting Forms of Public Governance 
cluster held a one-day workshop on Post-Governance 
and invited Professor Mike Zundel from University of 
Liverpool Management School who spoke on “strategy and 
the state of exception” and provided a case-study from UK 
management of emergency services and industrial action. 
More generally, the workshop dealt with the question 
of whether the millennial “governance” turn in political 
analysis remained an adequate analytical framework for 
contemporary changes in state, economy, law, and politics.

Foucault, Politics and Neoliberalism: 

Public Debate with Daniel Zamora 
On December 5, the Shifting Forms of Public Governance cluster held a public lecture interrogating Michel 
Foucault’s political relationship to neoliberalism. The lecture was delivered by Dr. Daniel Zamora from 
University of Cambridge and the Université libre de Bruxelles, who is the one of the editors of the much 
discussed book, “Foucault and Neoliberalism” (Polity 2016). 

The respondents were Assistant 
Professor Marius Gudmand-Høyer 
from the Department of Management, 
Politics and Philosophy and Dr Magnus 
Paulsen Hansen from the Department 
of Business and Politics. The event was 
chaired by Professor Mitchell Dean from 
Department of Management, Politics and 
Philosophy and a lively discussion over 
these contentious issues ensued from 
the audience of this well-attended event.  

Inequality in politicians – inequality in policies?
To what degree do Danish voters respond to the background of politicians, and are politicians with certain 
backgrounds more palatable to the Danish voters? Under the heading “Inequality in politicians – inequality in 
policies?” a group of researchers affiliated with the research cluster “Power, Rewards and Inequality” received 
funding from the Public-Private initiative to discuss and investigate these questions. Based on the discussions 
at a collaborative workshop in October 2017, a large-scale survey was conducted with 2,400 Danish voters right 
before the municipal election, and preliminary results were discussed at a follow-up workshop in December 
2017. Besides fostering closer collaboration between researchers at CBS, the funding from the Public-Private 
initiative also facilitated novel research, which documents that the background of politicians do affect voters’ 
perceptions of a candidate’s personality and policies, and they ultimately affect a voters’ propensity to vote for a 
candidate. These results are currently being converted into an article accepted for presentation at the Midwest 
Political Science Association Conference in Chicago, April 2018.
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Moving the Democratic Process Forward: 

Challenges and Opportunities for 21st Century 

Public Administration
On January 9 2018, the Velux ‘Office as a Vocation’ project and the Public-
Private initiative had invited Associate Professor Stephanie Newbold, 
Rutgers University, USA to a talk on the work of the departed American 
constitutionalist John Rohr. At the seminar, Stephanie Newbold established 
Rohr’s contributions to the intellectual development of public administration 
theory and practice and more specifically how Rohr’s training in ethics and 
morality dictated that public civil servants are at the forefront of democratic 
regimes. Stephanie Newbold’s talk was a scholarly and personal tribute to 
a great intellectual, as well as a warning about letting public administration 
research dictate of quantitative methods and statistical analyses instead 
of allowing the research question to dictate the methodology – a growing 
trend that is fundamentally at odds with Rohr’s normative, constitutionally 
grounded approach to the study and practice of public administration. 

Public-Private Partnership conference held in Ireland
The 6th conference on public-private partnerships in the International Public-Private Partnership Scholars 
Network (IP3SN) was held at the University of Limerick in Ireland on 21-22 September 2017. The first 
conference in the network was held at 
CBS back in 2012 and was one of the first 
events of the then CBS Public Private 
Platform. 
From CBS, Professor Carsten Greve 
(Department of Organization) 
and Professor Christina D. Tvarnø 
(Department of Law) participated in the 
conference. The theme of the conference 
was “The Performance of Public-Private 
Partnerships”. Participants came from 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Ireland, the Netherlands, United Kingdom and United States. 
Together with Professor Graeme Hodge (Monash University, Australia) and Professor Anthony Boardman 
(Sauder School of Business, University of British Columbia, Canada), Carsten Greve has edited a special issue on 
public-private partnerships for the Australian Journal of Public Administration Vol. 76. No. 3. 2017. The special 
issue is based on papers presented at an earlier IP3SN-conference in Melbourne.



General news & Publications
The Law Department has recently appointed Kathrine Søs 
Jacobsen as new PhD fellow in competition law and public 
procurement law. The project is funded by the Swedish 
competition authority and will be covering the frame of 
collaboration and relations between economic actors in the 
competition for public contracts. Hence, the thesis has its 
focus on the cross field between the public procurement 
rules and the competition rules, as well as the consequences 
hereof.

Marie-Louise Holle, Associate Professor at CBS, has published a new book 
together with CBS professor Ruth Nielsen. The book, “Kædeansvar”, is about 
liability in subcontracting chains especially those involving public contracts. 
Among the many issues which this topic gives rise to are contracts, torts, labour 
law, EU law, and international public law. The book is published at Ex Tuto 
Publishing.
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On December 12th 2017, CBS Public Private and the 
cluster ‘Markets and Valuation’ hosted a workshop with 
the aiming to spur a conversation to explore how social 
sciences can or should approach what the organizers call 
‘governing the middle’. These are modes of organizing that 
cannot be reduced to the dichotomy between central plan-
ning or market competition. Governing the middle refers 
to a particular mode of organizing large infrastructures. 
These are policy instruments that expect to design and 

intervene at many levels at once: to change domestic 
practices (i.g. how people interact with appliances or 
services such as heating, waste or energy), the way in 
which these practices are made accountable (i.g. new 
sensors or smart meters), the coordination between 
multiple organizations and devices (i.g. how appliances 
and technologies developed by companies in different 
areas communicate), and to create new businesses 
opportunities (i.g. new services that can delivered by 
for profit companies) and markets (i.g. new exchanges or trading systems). The list of speakers included: Sophie 
Dubuisson-Quellier (CNRS and Sciences Po, Paris), Peter Holm Jacobsen (CBS), Allison-Marie Loconto (French 
National Institute for Agricultural Research), Jan Mouritsen (CBS), José Ossandón (CBS), Trine Pallesen (CBS), 
Dane Pflueger (HEC Paris), Thomas Reverdy (PACTE – Social Science Research Laboratory, Grenoble Institute of 
Technology), and Kjeld Schmidt (CBS). 

Governing the middle: platforms, standards, practices and the 

organization of contemporary matters of collective concerns



The people behind CBS Public-Private 

Anne Risberg
Associate Professor 

Department of 
Management, Society 
and Communication

Carsten Greve
Professor

Department of Organization

Christina D. Tvarnø
Professor

Department of Law

Awaiting new co-director

Department of 
Business and Politics

Mitchell Dean
Professor

Department of 
Management,  Politics 
and Philosophy

Paul du Gay
Professor

Department of Organization

Jesper Bjørn
Project Manager

Amalie Toft Bentsen
Student Assistant
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• LEAF - Law Enforcement and Armed Forces
• Markets and Valuation
• Power, rewards and inequality
• Health Governance
• Mixed modes of infrastructure governance
• Shifting Forms of Public Governance
• State history and bureaucracy

CBS Public Private clusters



Folkemødet June 14-17, 2018
For the People’s Political Festival on June 14-17 2018, 
the Public Private initiative have partnered up with 
DenOffentlige.dk and a number of other partners to 
host Folkemødet’s public debate stage on public private 
collaborations. If you plan to visit Folkemødet make sure to 
come by our tent to say ‘hi’.  Stay tuned for the program.

Calendar

PP Conference October 25, 2018
The Public Private Conference 2018 will take place on Thursday, October 25, 2018 (please mark the 
date). The theme of the full day conference is “Private interest and public duty”. The conference is 
planned to revolve around the relationship and tension between these two concepts. More informa-
tion will follow.


