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Aarti Khrisnan (University of Manchester) 

Aarti Krishnan is a developmental economist, working at the nexus 

of environment, trade and development. Her areas of expertise 

include trade and value chain analysis, green growth, agricultural 

transformation, innovation and knowledge systems. She began her 

career working as a commodity derivative market analyst at in 

Mumbai working on developing structured financial products for 

edible oils and oilseeds futures and carbon markets. Following this, 

she was a research associate at the University of Manchester, 

evaluating the role of sustainability standards, environmental innovations and corporate social 

responsibility in agricultural and light manufacturing sectors. She has worked  as a senior 

research officer at the Overseas Development Institute, researching a range of topics to 

support governments from designing skill development finance funds, the intrinsic linkages 

between migration, technology and the SDGs and promoting the inclusion of micro and small 

enterprises into value chains and special economic zones in East Africa. She has received a 

grant from Economic and Social Research Council of the UK, and works as a research fellow 

at the University of Manchester, researching the effects the on the future of agriculture/food 

production and consumption, and its implications on value chains and the environment. Aarti 

holds a PhD in Development policy from the University of Manchester, and BBA (finance) from 

Delhi University. 

 

Valentina De Marchi (University of Padova & GRB research 

fellow)  

Valentina De Marchi is Assistant Professor at the University of 

Padova, Italy, Department of Economics and Management and 

GRB research fellow at CBS. She is interested in environmental 

innovations and circular economy in the context of global value 

chains. She has published in journals such as Research Policy, 

Business Strategy & the Environment, Journal of Cleaner 

Production, Journal of Knowledge Management, International 

Journal of Production Economics. She is the Italian representative 

at the European International Business Academy (EIBA), and member of the organizing 

committee of Network O (Global Value Chains) within the SASE conference and part of the 

executive committee of Group for Research on Organizations and the Natural Environment 

(GRONEN). For more information: www.valentinademarchi.it 
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Stefano Ponte (CBS) 

Stefano Ponte is Professor of International Political Economy and 

Director of the Centre for Business and Development Studies at 

Copenhagen Business School. He is interested in transnational 

economic and environmental governance, and in overlaps and 

tensions between private authority and public regulation. Stefano 

analyzes business-government-civil society interactions, and 

governance and upgrading trajectories in global value chains. He is 

currently working on sustainability issues and how they shape 

power relations in global value chains, and on how different forms of partnerships affect 

sustainability outcomes. 


