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1. What’s in the data? 

2. How to work with the data?

3. How to apply for access? 

Agenda
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• Micro data on all individuals and firms in Denmark

• Collected by authorities, e.g

– The Civil Register (CPR)

– Tax authorities 

– The Central Bank

– Ministry of Education

– Ministry of Employment

– Health authorities 

– The Housing Registry (BBR) 

• Stored, anonymized, and made accessible to researchers by 
Statistics Denmark (DST)

What is register data?
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• Individuals / households
• Annonymised CPR: Pnr

• Household ID: Familie_id

• Firms and work places
• Firm ID: CVRnr / SEnr 

• Work place ID: Lbnr 

• Properties / housing
• Property ID: Ejdnr 

• Address: Opgikom / bopikom 

Units of observation
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Linking the units
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Individuals/households

• Demographics (age, gender, household 
type, children, location, citizenship, etc.)

• Income (total, labor, capital, pension, 
subsidies, disposable, tax, fringe benefits, and 

much more)

• Education (degrees and ongoing, type, 
length, institution, grades…)

• Employment (status, position, workplace(s), 
job-specific salary, experience…)

• Health (diagnoses, prescriptions, doctor visits, 
hospitalizations, costs, death causes…)

• Crime (reports, charges, sentences, 
imprisonments, types of crime)

• Wealth (bank deposits, stock holdings (total), 
bonds, bank debt, mortgage debt…)

• Mortgages (interest rate, maturity, LTV…)

• Interests (account-specific payments, bank 
affiliation, total payments and income)

• Pensions (payments, income, holdings)

• Portfolios (forthcoming) (trades of 

individual stocks and mutual funds)

• Real estate ownership (owner-
property link, duration, ownership share)

• Cars (type, age, owner, user, estimated market 
value, CO2-emissions and many other details)
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Firms / Work places
• Accounting information (assets, liabilities, revenue, earnings, investments… everything in the 

books)

• Sales and purchases 

• Other firm characteristics (number of employees, industry, sector, growth, import/export…)

• Account-specific interest rates + bank affiliation

• Green goods and services (and reductions of non-green inputs)

• Entrepreneurs (identification of new firms and their founders)

• Energy use

• Compensations for self-employed

• Details on foreign trade

• Details on goods sold and purchased by manufacturing firms 

• Covid wage compensation

• Firm IT use (survey)
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Housing

• Location (adress code, zipcode, shire, municipality, region, rural/urban)

• Property characteristics (building size, lot size, rooms, floors, number of 

bathrooms, age, type of roof, type of sewer and much more like…)

• Property ownership (link to owners, owner type)

• Property sales (price, date, type of property) 

• Property valuations (tax assessed value)
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Grunddataoversigten

24,614 variables in total

The full list of data

https://www.dst.dk/extranet/forskningvariabellister/Oversigt%20over%20registre.html
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• Data is high quality, but not perfect

• Some datasets requires a lot of cleaning

• Some variables are very poorly documented, if documented 

at all

• Still large fixed costs of getting to know the data

Note: 
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• External data can be uploaded and linked to register data

– As long as it has a relevant ID (CPR, Name + birthday, CVR, 
SE-number, etc…)

– Sensitive data can be send directly from the data provider to 
DST

• Data collection: Surveys and experiments

1) Extract respondents from the CPR-registry - Run 
survey/experiment externally - Upload data and link to 
registries.  

2) DST runs surveys/experiments. See more here 

Other data 

https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/interview/Undersoegelse
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Accessing the data

• We have 5 servers located at 
Statistics Denmark

• Remote access

• Connecting from abroad: use 
CBS VPN 

• Servers contains all FI data and 
all FI projects

• Available software now

• STATA, SAS, Excel, 
Python, R, Matlab.

• Guides for remote connection 
here

https://www.dst.dk/en/TilSalg/Forskningsservice/brug-af-forskermaskiner
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• Work is organized in projects within DST (like a locked folder)

• Individual projects to be registered and approved by DST

• Set up project in one of the servers

• Access to relevant data only

• Right now: FI has 58 researchers in 13 projects on 5 servers. 

Working with the data in projects
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• Respect the confidentiality - we are all in there

• No micro data can ever leave the server!
• no statistic covering less than 5 observations, no percentiles, no 

minimums or maximums, no scatter plot, no ID-numbers - even if 
anonymized, careful of histogram tails. 

• Exports of results allowed by FI employees only 

• Work only from office or home and lock computer when 
leaving it

• Connect through CBS VPN

• If rules are violated, sanctions are immediate and tough

• DST’s Rules for export of results

Data security is important

https://www.dst.dk/en/TilSalg/Forskningsservice/hjemtagelse-af-analyseresultater
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• Cannot provide data. 

• Be open about it from the beginning

• Provide codes and careful descriptions

• Archive the project in the server for a given amount of time. 

• In the future: Maybe journals will be able to access the 

servers to check the data? 

Publishing
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1) Register project with CBS

2) Get a DST researcher account (Julie orders it)

3) Send project application and variable list to Statistics Denmark (via 
Danmarks Datavindue)

• Title

• Purpose

• Description

• Importance to society

• Population

• Data sets and variables

4) When project approved, Julie prepares the data and DST transfers it to 
your project. 

Julie will guide you through the process.

ETA: Depends, but more than a month… 

How to start a project
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• Starting a new project: app. 3,200 DKK

• Adding standard data: 3,000-6,000 DKK

• Other: 1,568 DKK/hour 

• Survey / experiments: 

• No standard price 

• Depends on respondent rate, survey method, linkage 
to registry data and other… 

• See also DST priser

Price estimates (2023)

https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/Forskningsservice/priser
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• For more information, go to

– SPA4.12

– Jma.fi@cbs.dk

– https://www.dst.dk/da/TilSalg/Forskningsservice

More info

mailto:Jma.fi@cbs.dk


19

Example: household data
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Example: linked to external data
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Example: linked to external data
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Example: field experiment 
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Example: external survey (epinion)
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Example: lab experiment (external)
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Example: lab experiment (run by DST)
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Exampel: Firm data + survey
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Example: Firm data + survey 



28

Thank you!
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