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MSc in Innovation in Health Care: New 
master's degree fosters pioneers for the 
healthcare sector 
A new degree at Copenhagen Business School (CBS) prepares masters graduates to lead the way 

forward in the coming transformation in the healthcare sector. Both public and private 

stakeholders have praised the programme. 

In the coming years a new kind of masters graduate 
will pave the way for innovative approaches in the 
health sector. The combination of e commercial and 
organizational skills with healthcare expertise 
prepares these new graduates for work in both 
national and international settings. Policy-makers, 
companies, and the healthcare community welcome 
the new degree, which they have played a part in 
developing.  

The new “MSc in Innovation in Health Care (IHC)” is a 
masters program offered by CBS in partnership with 
the University of Copenhagen. The vision of the 
programme is to combine economics and healthcare 
perspectives with an innovative approach to the 
health sector.  

The number of elderly people with chronic illnesses is 
increasing, creating a growing need for a more 
efficient health sector. This requires more innovation 
throughout the health sector from both private and 
public stakeholders. That is why we need a new type 
of masters graduates who can think differently," says 
Karsten Vrangbæk, professor of health policy and 
health economics at the University of Copenhagen. 
Vrangbæk has developed the new MSc programme 
along with faculty from both universities and Professor 
Finn Valentin, who will run the programme from CBS.  

THE NEED FOR INNOVATION  

Admission to the programme requires a bachelor's 
degree in either a business- or health-related 
disciplines. Graduates with a BSc in public health, 
medicine, or  biology, will be suitable candidates, as 
will business bachelor graduates ,  explains Finn 
Valentin. 

"The innovations needed in healthcare require a cross-
disciplinary approach. We want to foster that mind-set 
from the start, which is why we want to enrol students 
from a range of different academic backgrounds," he 
says. 

Fully accredited and approved, the new master's 
degree is open to admissions from the beginning of 

2016, with the first class starting up in September 
2016. Valentin points out that the programme will be 
taught entirely in English and that he expects foreign 
students to make up approximately one third of the 50 
students enrolled each year. 

"The demographic challenges in the health sector and 
the technological development needed to 
accommodate these challenges are not unique to 
Denmark or to our welfare system. To a large extent 
these challenges are global," says Valentin. 

He stresses the practical orientation of the programme 
as one of its key features. Class work and projects will 
bring the students into close contact with potential 
future employers during their studies. Their thesis 
project will be based on a specific issue taken from the 
"real world" and throughout the programme students 
will meet experts from both the public and private 
segments of the healthcare sector.   

 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SOLUTION 

Valentin explains that the Innovation in Health Care 
programme gives students the combination of skills 
necessary to acquire, what he describes as innovative 
competence targeted towards every day problem 
solving within the healthcare sector.  

"The programme provides an introduction to the 
organisational and economic structure of the 
healthcare sector with IT as a strong component," he 
explains, adding that graduates are trained to play a 
central role in identifying, developing and designing 
new solutions. Students also are given an 
understanding of the challenges and solutions 
associated with public-private partnerships since they 
often provide the framework for innovations in health 
care. 

Health Care innovations also involve choices between 
various solutions and organisational models. That 
involves calculation of benefits versus costs, addressed 
with the toolbox from Health Technology Assessment. 
As part of the program students learn these tools.  



By Martin Poul Pedersen (translation from “Innovation i sundhed: Ny kandidatgrad skaber pionerer på sundhedsområdet, Life 

Science, 15 Nov 2015) 

Page | 2  

 

INTERESTING JOB PROSPECTS 

After comprehensive interviews with representatives 
from future employers, both Valentin and Vrangbæk 
are confident that there will be plenty of openings for 
new graduates both in hospitals and companies, 
where they will be able to join development and 
innovation teams and become in-house or external 
consultants. 

"There is a clear tendency towards a more explicit 
focus on innovation to address the challenges of 
health care. This program addresses an important 
societal agenda," says Valentin. 

His viewpoint is echoed by one of the country's largest 
private healthcare companies, Falck Healthcare. 
Managing Director Thomas Kirk Vilsbøll sees 
significant advantages with the new programme, 
which he feels directly mirrors the current trend. 

"It is a basic fact that the elderly population is growing 
and that people no longer accept having to live with 
pain and disease on the one hand and on the other 
hand are willing to spend more on their health," he 
points out.  

MARKET DRIVEN APPROACH TO HEALTH CARE  

Vilsbøll is excited about the combination being offered 
by the new MSc programme. 

"The fact that a business school with a clear business-
oriented perspective is getting involved in healthcare 
is extremely interesting for a company such as ours, 
which primarily works with prevention of diseases and 
health in the workplace," he says and highlights that 
development in this area has so far been dominated 
by a purely medical approach. Vilsbøll mentions 
technologies such as gamification and the possibility of 
moving health services to the patience’s homes as 
trends that are here to stay. He also emphasises that 
new approaches are needed in order to make full use 
of the potential of these trends. 

 “There has been a lack of market-driven approaches 
that meet the needs of both the companies, that are 
our customers, and employees themselves as well as 
society as a whole. Therefore, the combination of the 
two roads into the sector - the health sciences and the 
business-oriented – is spot on. “says Vilsbøll. 

COMPLEX PLANNING 

Naturally, the market-oriented aspect will be a key 
component of the IHC degree and that approach is 
precisely what makes the programme’s graduates 
interesting for the public sector. Vrangbæk explains: 

"No matter what part of the health sector you’re 
talking about, a fundamental issue is that we need to 
derive more from our resources without undermining 
the human aspect and the experience of good 
healthcare." Valentin adds that: 

"A good example of this are the new super hospitals, 
where patients will be hospitalised for a brief period 
and then have a longer convalescence period at home 
or a local healthcare centre. This makes good sense, 
but it requires a number of complex, renewed 
approaches to data processing and information 
sharing in the organisation. Helping to develop a 
solution to these issues would be a fitting task for a 
graduate from Innovation in Health Care," he says. 

INSPIRATION FROM THE US 

The IHC graduates will be the first of their kind in the 
world. Valentin stresses, still similar concepts are 
being explored around the world and he mentions 
leading American universities such as Harvard, Duke, 
Stanford and Berkley. CBS works closely with many of 
these institutions, which have provided inspiration for 
the planning of the new master's degree. 

"These challenges are being addressed in many places 
all over the world. They’re not specific to Denmark. 
Nonetheless there are good opportunities for 
Denmark to make a notable contribution towards 
solving them," says Vrangbæk. Valentin shares this 
point of view and he forecasts that future IHC 
graduates from CBS could come to make a significant 
positive difference, both as consultants in the public 
sector and as entrepreneurs. 

"Health care innovation is set to become a new global 
industry, which means significant export potential for 
Denmark. In healthcare we have gained prominence 
so far on the hardware front with equipment and 
medicine. Now we’re adding organisation and 
innovation," Valentin says.

 

FACTS 

MSc in Business Administration and Innovation in Health Care 

A new MSc in Innovation in Health Care is being offered as a CBS masters degree in close collaboration with the 

Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences at the University of Copenhagen. 

The degree is a two-year masters programme (120 ECTS) with an annual student intake of 50. About one third are 

expected to be international students. The programme will attract bachelor graduates from a number of health 
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science and business administration degree programmes and is aimed at providing the students with a combination of 

skills relating to health care, innovation processes and business. 

The programme focuses on practical experience and works in close partnership with business and industry in the form 

of project work and internships. 

One of the goals of the programme is to increase mobility between business and industry and the academic world.  

Graduates from the programme are expected to be recruited by public and private healthcare enterprises, such as: 

 - Private care providers, health insurers, etc. in both Denmark and internationally 

 - Hospitals, healthcare centres, etc. 

 - Companies involved in IT-driven healthcare and medicine 

 - Providers of software solutions aimed at the health industry 

 - Public, regional and municipal administration of the health sector 

 - Consultancies – in-house consultants, employees in major consultancy firms and entrepreneurs 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION  

The MSc in Health Care Innovation at CBS will open with its firs cohort in September 2016. 

Visit cbs.dk/ihc  or contact ihc@cbs.dk for further information about admission requirements and application 

deadlines. 

http://cbs.dk/ihc
mailto:ihc@cbs.dk

