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Kjeld Erik Bredsgaard
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Current position: Professor of China Studies, Department of International Economics,
Government and Business, Copenhagen Business School (CBS).

Education

Ph.D., Modern Chinese Studies, Department of Asian Studies, University of Copenhagen (Title:
“Readjustment and Reform in the Chinese Economy, 1953-86”) (1990). Studies in Beijing (1978-
79, 1982-83), Nanjing (1979), Stanford University (1980-81, 1984).

Positions and appointments (selected)

2022- PI and coordinator, EU Horizon project “Dealing with a Resurgent China.”

2016 Visiting Scholar, Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan.

2003-2016 Director of Asia Research Centre, CBS.

2009 and 2013 Visiting Research Professor, East Asian Institute, University of Singapore.

2008- Professor of China Studies, Department of International Economics and
Management and the Asia Research Centre, Copenhagen Business School.

2003- 2008 Professor (MSO) of International Business in Asia/China, Department of
International Economics and Management, CBS.

1990-2003 Associate Professor of Modern East Asian History and Society, with
particular reference to China, Department of Asian Studies, University of
Copenhagen.

2000-2001 Visiting Senior Research Fellow, East Asian Institute,
University of Singapore.

1998-1999 Visiting Professor, The Research Center for Contemporary China, Peking
University.

1986-90 Assistant Professor in Third World Studies, East Asian Institute,
University of Copenhagen.

1984-1986 Carlsberg Foundation Research Fellow-

Honorary appointments (selected)

Member of the International Advisory Board, East Asian Institute, National University of
Singapore; Member of Academic Committee and Honorary Professor, Institute of Public Policy,
South China University of Technology, Guangzhou; Honorary Research Fellow, Peking
University.

Professional activities (selected)

2018- Trustee, Cambridge China Development Trust.

2009- Board Member, Sino-Danish University Centre for Research and Education (until 2016).
2012- Member of the Board of Directors, Danish-Chinese Business Forum.

2006- Member of the Board, Scandinavia-Japan Sasakawa Foundation, vice president since 2021.



Member of Editorial Boards (selected)

Government and Public Policy in China; China Report; Journal of Current Chinese Affairs; China:
An International Journal; China Quarterly (1994-2010); Copenhagen Journal of Asian Studies
(founder and editor).

Grant and tenure track reviewing (selected)

Scientific Council for Humanities and Social Sciences, Swedish Research Council; The Research
Council of Norway; Goethe University Frankfurt; Cornell University; Yale University; Austrian
Science Fund; Heidelberg University; Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada; Research Grants Council, Hong Kong; University of Macau; Cambridge University.

Research areas

Public management; business and politics; China’s political economy in a comparative
perspective; elite studies; state-society relations; cadre management and nomenklatura systems;
globalization and Chinese business group formation; the social and political mobility of Chinese
business executives; the organizational evolution of CCP-led governance; modern Chinese history.

Teaching

Asian Economic Organization & Competitiveness; International Business and Politics; China’s
Political Economy; Comparing Economic Systems and Societies; supervisor for B.Sc. and M.Sc.
candidates as wel as ten PhD students in China related topics.

Awards and grants (selected)

Danish Social Science Research Council; Danish Research Council of the Humanities; Carlsberg
Foundation; Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation; A.P. Mgller Marsk Foundation; Sino-Danish
University Centre for Research and Education; East Asiatic Foundation; Norfa; European
Commission.

Refereed books (selected)

Kina i Moderne Tid: Samfund, Okonomi og Polititik (Modern China: Society, Economy, and
Politics) (Copenhagen: Hans Reitzel, 2018).

From Accelerated Accumulation to the Socialist Market Economy in China: Economic Discourse
and Development From 1953 to the Present (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2017).

Critical Readings on the Communist Party of China, 4 vols. (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2017).

Chinese Politics as Fragmented Authoritarianism: Earthquakes, Energy, and Environment
(Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2017).

Globalization and Public Sector Reform in China (London: Routledge, 2014).

Hainan - State, Society, and Business in a Chinese Province (London: Routledge, 2009)
(paperback 2013).

The Chinese Communist Party in Reform (with Zheng Yongnian) (London: Routledge, 2006)
(paperback, 2009).

Bringing the Party Back In: The Role of the CCP in Governing China (with Zheng Y ongnian)
(Singapore: Far Eastern Universities Press).

State Capacity in East Asia: Japan, Taiwan, China, and Vietnam (with Susan Young) (Oxford:
Oxford University Press).

Reconstructing Twentieth Century China: State Control, Civil Society and National Identity (with
David Strand) (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Refereed journal articles (selected)



“Corporate Governance with Chinese Characteristics: The Party Organization in State-Owned
Enterprises” (with Kasper Ingeman Beck), The China Quarterly, No. 250 (June 2022), pp.
486-508.

“Moving Ahead in China: State-Owned Enterprises and Elite Circulation,” China.: An International
Journal, Vol. 18, Number 1 (2020), pp. 107-123.
“China’s Political Order under Xi Jinping: Concepts and Perspectives,” China: An International
Journal, Vol. 16, Number 3 (August 2018), pp. 1-17.
“The Chinese Communist Party since 1949: Organization, Ideology, and Prospect for Change”
(with Chen Gang), Governance and Public Policy in China, Issue 3.1-2 (2018), pp. 1-60.
“Key Points of China’s Economic Programme after the Third Plenum of the CPC” (with Nis
Griinberg), China Report, Vol. 50, No. 4 (2014): 343-359.
“The Politics of Business Group Formation in China: The Party in Control?” The China Quarterly,
No. 211 (September 2012), pp. 624-648.
“Cadre and Personnel Management in the CPC,” China: An International Journal, Vol. 10, No. 2
(August 2012), pp. 69-83.
“Institutional Reform and the Bianzhi System in China,” The China Quarterly, No 170, (June
2002), pp. 361-386.
"Contemporary China Studies in Scandinavia." The China Quarterly, No. 147 (1996), pp. 938-961.
"China's Political Economy in the Nineties," China Report, Vol. 27, No. 3 (1991), pp. 177-196.
"Max Weber on China," The Indian Journal of Asian Studies. Vol 2, No. 2 (1990), pp. 1-23.
"Paradigmatic Change: Readjustment and Reform in the Chinese Economy, 1953-1981, Part I-IL,"
Modern China. An International Quarterly of History and Social Science, Vol. 9, No. 1
(January 1983), pp. 37-83 and Vol. 9, No. 2 (April 1983), pp. 253-272.
"The Democracy Movement in China, 1978-1979: Opposition Movements, Wall Poster
Campaigns, and Underground Journals," Asian Survey, Vol. XXI, No. 7 (July), pp. 747-775.



