
The biotech industry is thrilled about  
BUSINESS RESEARCHERS
The Masters programme in Bioentrepreneurship (BBIP) offered by the 
 BioBusiness and Innovation Platform at Copenhagen Business School 
(CBS) is meeting incredible success. BBIP is a one-year or two-year MSc 
 programme offering life science graduates strong business skills training. 
Students and the corporate sector alike are thrilled about the career 
opportunities lying ahead of the graduates. 

By Martin Poul Pedersen
Experience from the fi rst three years of the BBIP programme offered 
by CBS shows that the ability to combine scientifi c training in 
biotech with commercial skills at a high level is much sought-after 
by the biotech industry. At BBIP, life science graduates enter a 
steep learning curve and graduate from CBS carrying both a busi-
ness suit and a lab coat in their “suitcase”. Last year, 24 students 
graduated from the BBIP programme. Today, they hold attractive 
jobs in the biotech industry, and their employers can hardly beli-
eve their luck.
– Our industry is facing major changes where R&D, manufactu-
ring and marketing must increasingly address individual needs. 
As a consequence, previously separate business functions are 
brought together in pharmaceutical fi rms to an increasing extent, 
and BBIP provides part of the answer to this new challenge, says 
Peter Aksel Villadsen, Senior Director at the pharmaceuticals 
company LEO Pharma. Villadsen was part of the initiative to la-
unch BBIP and is now one of the employers of BBIP graduates.
– We have had the opportunity to hire a number of graduates from 
BBIP and they clearly bring value to our organisation. They are 
“networkers”, they break down silos, and they simply create new 
standards for cooperation across the company, he says.

DOOR-OPENER TO THE INDUSTRY
BBIP emerged in response to the need of combining research and 
business, articulated by strategists at Danish fl agship companies 
such as LEO Pharma and Novozymes, as well as the biobusiness 
community and corporate sector. For the BBIP graduates, this 
combined skillset paves the way to attractive careers: 

- I’m a food science and clinical nutrition graduate, but during my 
studies, I realized that my dreams were directed towards the com-
mercial aspects of product development and innovation. Thanks 
to BBIP, I have been prepared precisely for my current job, says 
Sascha Rørvig, who immediately after BBIP landed her dream job 
as “business developer” in the food division of Novozymes.
– It would have taken me years to build the know-how I have 
gained through BBIP if I had stayed on my previous research-
based track, and I am actually using the tools given to me at CBS 
every single day, Sascha continues.

UNIQUE TOOLBOX
Sascha Rørvig’s story is just one of many success stories from 
the CBS’ new BBIP programme that offers a unique combination 
of competencies – both by Danish and international standards.
– Building on top of their science background, BBIP students gain 
an extensive market and business understanding, which gives 
them an edge in meeting the demands of the corporate world, 
says Finn Valentin, professor and BBIP program director.

– Our graduates acquire very attractive jobs right after they leave 
CBS, Finn Valentin says. He points to a number of specifi c issues 
in biobusiness which are addressed by BBIP, such as project eva-
luation and patenting, where scientifi c know-how combined with 
insight into customer needs and the competitors’ next move are a 
great advantage. In other words: research with a commercial focus.
– BBIP builds on a mix between research, which is normally con-
ducted at the lab, and strategy planning, sales and marketing. We 

The Biobusiness and Innovation Programme (BBIP) is a 
one or two-year master’s degree targeted towards students 
holding a bachelor’s, master’s or PhD degree in life science 
who wish to combine their science background with a 
strong commercial focus. Students will receive an MSc 
degree in Biointrepreneurship. BBIP has been developed 
in close cooperation with the leading Danish life-science 
companies and is offered at CBS in close cooperation with 
the University of Copenhagen and the Technical University 
of Copenhagen (DTU). The aim is to deliver graduates with 
specifi c competencies in high demand in the bio and pharma 
industry and graduates who wish to start new research-
based companies. Admissions require that the students hold 
a bachelor’s or a master’s degree from life sciences. With a 
master’s or PhD degree, the student can enrol directly to the 
second year of the programme, which is centred on CBS and 
an internship. BBIP offers a minor in ”bioentrepreneurship” for 
students at select MSc lines at CBS.

The entire programme is taught in English, and approx. 30% 
of each year group are international students. Moreover, 
BBIP is working closely with a similar programme offered 
by Georgia Tech, which is one of the leading polytechnic 
universities in the U.S. This Cooperation includes short 
exchange stays. Students wishing to enrol in BBIP, but who 
are no longer entitled to student grants (SU), may apply for 
scholarships via BBIP’s partnerships with companies such 
as Novozymes, LEO Pharma, Novo Nordisk, DuPont and 
Zealand Pharma.
The Novo Nordisk Foundation accepts grant applications 
from PhD students enrolled in the fi nal commercial year. 
BBIP admits 30 students every year, and the deadline for 
applications is 1 April for student holding a Danish bachelor’s 
degree and 1 March for students with an international 
bachelor’s degree.
For further information, please visit at www.cbs.dk/bbip or 
contact bbip@cbs.dk
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offer a customised programme targeted towards students who during their scienti-
fi c studies feel the urge to add a business aspect to their skillset, Finn Valentin 
explains.
As a minimum, enrolment in the BBIP programme requires a bachelor in life science. 
However, more than half of the students hold a life science master’s or PhD degree. 
With an already completed masters or PhD, students may skip the courses during 
the fi rst year on advanced biotechnology and enrol instead directly into the second 
year of the programme.
The focus of the second year is on commercial competencies and innovation. With 
approximately one third of the students being international students, the teaching 
environment is highly international. BBIP also has a close collaboration with Geor-
gia Tech, one of the leading polytechnic universities in the U.S.
– The international touch is essential in preparing the students for future work 
across borders, time zones, languages, and cultures, Finn Valentin points out, and 
he adds: The fact that BBIP is able to attract highly skilled international students 
allows the program to channel students from the global talent pool into our local 
labour market, and that is also part of the value we bring to Danish bio business.

INTO THE REAL WORLD
BBIP aims to prepare students for the realities of bio business, and Finn Valentin 
points out that BBIP is indeed practice-based.
– A substantial part of the knowledge our students must acquire is only found in 
industry. Therefore, about one fourth of the programme is taught by experts from 
BBIP partner fi rms, he explains. Furthermore, BBIP students carry out their thesis 
project as part of a two-month internship. During this period, they become part of 
everyday life at the company in question.
According to Peter Aksel Villadsen of LEO Pharma this means that BBIP students 
not only get the right competencies; they are also offered a unique opportunity to 
build their network during their studies at CBS.
– When I teach new students at BBIP, I am always joking that teaching them makes 
good sense to me since one of them could become my new boss one day. And in 
fact, this is no joke at all. Some of these people begin a meteoric career when they 
graduate, and they will make a huge difference in their future companies, Peter 
Aksel Villadsen concludes.

TARGETED SKILLS
BBIP graduates are well-prepared to meet the challenges of their 
 future careers. This is the conclusion made by graduates and 
 managers in the biotech and pharma industries that recruit them.

TIE BETWEEN RESEARCH AND BUSINESS
Sascha Rørvig is a graduate from the University of Copenhagen in 
clinical nutrition and food science; however, having a dream of one 
day working with strategic product development, she enrolled in the 
second year of the BBIP programme after completing her life sci-
ence degree. Shortly after graduation, she was hired by the biotech 
industry leader Novozymes where she now works with business 
development in global marketing.
– BBIP has prepared me for a job in which I take part in deter mining 
our future focus. I work in the intersection between production, 
sales, marketing and research, and this is exactly where I want to 
be, she points out. 
As a Senior Strategy Manager, Food Marketing, at Novozymes 
Thomas Rasmussen was involved in the process of recruiting 
Sascha Rørvig. In addition, he is one of the industry leaders who 
have participated in the design of the BBIP programme at CBS, and 
he is thrilled that the objective behind the programme has been met:
– High-performance students at BBIP have displayed an ability to 
produce great results while under pressure. These students are top 
performers and graduate with a unique mix of competencies and a 
strong international focus, which is required for the candidate pool 
from which we recruit our employees, Thomas Rasmussen points 
out, and he goes on to say:

– Sasha is a great asset as she has in-depth knowledge about 
food technology and has a natural approach and a principle under-
standing of business development. With her background, she is a 
contributory factor in our team, he says.

KICKING IN DOORS
Kostas Tzanidakis began his scientifi c career with a Master of 
 Science degree from the University of Geneva, but has always been 
keenly interested in business. After several years as manager in the 
hospital sector, he found the perfect combination of interests in the 
BBIP programme. – In spite of having several years of managerial 
experience, I felt that I was missing the theoretical aspect of the 
business. Via BBIP, I have quickly gained a lot of useful knowledge, 
and thanks to that and my BBIP internship, doors have opened to 
the industry, he explains. Today, Kostas Tzanidakis works in the 
intersection between sales, product development and marketing at 
Radiometer, which develops blood sample analysis equipment.
Here, he was hired by Global Product Manager Sandra Feilman:
– We met Kostas during his BBIP internship at Radiometer, which 
has turned out to be a fantastic recruitment tool, says Sandra 
 Feilman, and she adds:
– Kostas has a biotech background, and through BBIP, he has 
gained commercial competencies, and together, biotech and com-
merce are an excellent match. With his skills, he is able to contribute 
at several levels in the organisation, and he quickly understands the 
world from a customer perspective.

COOPERATING ACROSS
Alex Costa holds a degree from the Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology (NTNU) at Tronheim in Norway. During his master’s 
programme, his focus was on basic research of stem cells, but he 
was missing a more business-oriented approach. This is what he 
found at BBIP.
– I wanted a basic understanding of the market, and this is what 
BBIP offered me. Also, I saw BBIP as a career booster, he explains 
and emphasises innovative thinking skills and cooperation across 
disciplinary skills are the strongest takeaways he has obtained from 
BBIP.
Senior Director at LEO Pharma, Peter Aksel Villadsen, points to the 
same values when explaining why BBIP graduates add value to the 
fast-growing pharmaceuticals company.
– Our aim is to deliver sophisticated solutions that meet our custom-
er’s individual needs and requirements and to optimise our innova-
tion “back end” as well as “front end”. This calls for new forms of 
cooperation, and that is what BBIP is all about, Peter Aksel Villadsen 
says, and he goes on to say:
– You reach a point in any conversation where the economist cannot 
keep up, or where the scientist must give up. However, with BBIP, 
we have deferred this point.

BBIP at Copenhagen Business School (CBS) offers student and graduates with a 
life science background the opportunity to acquire extensive business understanding. 
This combination is in high demand in the bio and pharma industry.
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