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Brief account of the motivation for the bilateral network activities 

 
 

1. The purpose and expected outcome of the activity, including a short description of how the Plan of 

Action (appendix 4) will contribute to attain the purpose and expected outcome (max. 20 lines) 

 

The purpose of this application is to build a network around the theme of co-created social 

entrepreneurship for innovation. Why should we create this network? The network will be tasked to 

identify those instances of social entrepreneurship, the processes of which cannot be explained by the 

existing literature but could be explored within our co-created social entrepreneurship for innovation 

theme. With this network we aim to bring together these unique and diverse set of entrepreneurial 

experiences and innovation for a more inclusive and coherent reflection about the state of the art of the 

emergence, if any, of the new forms of social entrepreneurship which we would like to explore under the 

frame co-created social entrepreneurship for innovation. The network would create a foundation for 

continuing the dialogue in diversity with an aim to learn about social entrepreneurial experiences and their 

co-creative abilities for innovation from India, Brazil and Denmark. The network endeavours will provide 

a platform for engaging with this subject of co-created social entrepreneurship. Through the work of this 

network we want to learn how these social entrepreneurs co-create their own opportunities and 

enterprises through innovative approaches. This network will focus on creating a platform for 

discussing emergent themes and ideas and by so doing will provide the cohesive force for its long term 

sustainability.    

 

The objectives are; 

 

1. The network aims to conceptualize and create a language around the phenomena of co-created 

social entrepreneurship.  

 

2. The network aims to develop training and preliminary research material such as case studies, and 

course outlines for it to sustain itself going forward.   

 

    3.       Identify investigative opportunities for further proposal development for EU and Danish funding.   
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2. Research area, including a description of the scientific focus of the activity (max. 15 lines)  

 

The network will focus on three key areas of intellectual discourse - innovation, social entrepreneurship 

and co-creation. The innovation literature provides the scaffolding on which we will construct our concept 

of co-created social entrepreneurship for innovation. We will take into account some of the most 

influential thinking, for instance, distributed innovation (Metcalfe et al. 2000), disruptive technologies 

(Christensen 1997), evolutionary systems approaches (Dosi 1982), innovative networks of user-producer 

innovation (von Hippel 1976), open innovation (Chesbrough & Teece 1996, Chesbrough 2004), networks 

of innovation (Tuomi 2002, Benkler 2006), co-created value and personalized experience (Prahalad & 

RWamaswamy 2004, Prahalad & Krishnan 2008), the dynamic capabilities perspective (Teece and Pisano 

1994), and market co-creation and value appropriation (Pitelis and Teece 2009). The works of Prahalad 

and Hammond (2002) and Yunus (2010), define social entrepreneurship as a combination of social 

wellbeing of society, ethical organizational practices and market opportunism – organizations that are 

driven by market opportunity and share their profits with society.  

 

The service logics literature has to some extent dominated the co-creation discourse. For instance, Fisk, 

Brown & Bitner (1993) created a historical narrative on service innovation, with Shostack (1977) making 

a distinction among the different types of services. Today, service has moved into a diversity domain with 

incorporation of the idea of customized value creation, which brings us closer to the innovation literature 

in which customization is user- centric.  

 

3. The extent of the exploratory nature of the activity (max. 10 lines) 

   

The network is constituted around the concepts of innovation, co-creation and social entrepreneurship. The 

task for the network is to explore the language of co-creating social entrepreneurship for innovation; this 

has not been explored before particularly at the language level and at the innovation level in emerging 

economies. Language indicates how social entrepreneurs use their collective knowledge base to share and 

communicate new ideas and creating a cohesive environment for working together with diverse sets of 

individuals, who may be part of the solution set that the social entrepreneur wants to create. The 

explorative aspect of this network application emerges from how these entrepreneurs co-create innovation 

for their community’s benefits and use that innovation to co-create opportunities for others. Thus building 

a network of co-created social entrepreneurs through focusing on innovation. The network will investigate 

this and identify the uniqueness of this approach in the larger scheme of things.      

 

4. The extent of innovation of the activity (max. 10 lines) 

 

The revolutionary part in our conceptualisation is that besides social entrepreneurs being socially minded 

we believe they are immensely innovative and have the ability to infuse the message of innovation in 

their respective societies because their frame of reference for their work is social good. This perspective 

shifts the focus on social entrepreneurs from not only wealth distributers but to also knowledge 

generators, innovators and leaders. The second innovative idea in this network is that the process of 

knowledge generation, innovation and leadership is co-created.  
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5. Potential for future collaboration e.g. the potential for collaboration after the granting period of 

International Network programme (max. 15 lines) 

 

The idea of “Co-creation of Innovation” is in its ascendency in attracting academics as well as 

industries attention as its potential to infuse innovation across geographical regions, (India Brazil 

and Denmark) is increasingly becoming important. 

 

The endeavours of the network will be targeted at two sets of funding schemes. The knowledge 

we create during the networking events and workshops will feed into future EU funding calls 

around co-creation.   

 

In addition to the above we hope to apply for additional funding from Danish agencies to convert 

the knowledge and the created network into a formal full research proposal looking at bringing 

together industry from both India, Brazil and Denmark in a co-creation framework for supporting 

socially embedded entrepreneur led innovation and provide a platform for Indian, Brazilian and 

Danish entrepreneurs to create business opportunities in a co-creation mode and provide further 

research avenues for Indian, Brazilian and Danish researchers to study co-creation in several other 

contexts.  

 

6. The academic background of the main applicant and foreign partner(s) (max. 10 lines) 

 

Sudhanshu Rai PhD, Copenhagen Business School, Department of Inter-cultural Communication and 

Management, is an associate professor and Director of Indian relations. His main research interests are co-

creation of innovation, Social entrepreneurship, ICT Innovation in emerging economies.  

    

Professor Bibek Banerjee, Director IMT, Ghaziabad, UP, India; Dr. Banerjee is the Director of 

Institute of Management Technology Ghaziabad and Academic Mentor of Group-IMT (India). Dr 

Banerjee’s research interests are in analytical modeling for marketing decision-making contexts and 

stylised Game Theoretic models of marketing phenomena.  

 

Dr Vinay Sharma PhD;  Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee. India; His main research interests 

are Business Opportunity Development, Co-Creation of Value, Market prosperity through Capability 

Development. 

 

Dr.Rajat Agrawal, PhD, Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee. India; His current area of research 

and writing is social entrepreneurship, sustainable supply chain management, green marketing, and case 

studies on MSME sector. 

 

Dr. Edgard Barki, PhD, Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV), São Paulo. Brazil; is marketing professor of 

FGV-EAESP. His current areas of research are social businesses, base of the pyramid, emerging markets and 

supply chain management 
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7. Description of the main foreign institution(s) or company(ies) (max. 15 lines) 

 

Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, India  is 167 years old, is the first technical Institution of 

the Common Wealth and among the foremost of institutes of national importance in India. The 

Institute offers Bachelor’s Degree courses in 10 disciplines of Engineering and Architecture and 

Post Graduate Degree in 55 disciplines of Engineering, Applied Sciences, Architecture and 

Planning, Computer Applications and Business Administration. The Institute has facility for 

doctoral work in all Departments and Research Centers.  

 

Institute of Management Technology, IMT, Ghaziabad, India; Is a private institution established in 

the early 80’s for focusing on Management training, Their programs are called PGD. IMT is 

consistently ranked among the top 10 of Indian business schools:  IMT Ghaziabad ranked 3rd 

amongst all Private B-Schools by Career 360's 'India's Best B-Schools' survey and 7th overall and 

5th in Marketing by Economic Times Rankings 2011. It was given the highest rating of 'A* * *' by 

CRISIL and ranked 9th overall by Business India's 'Best B-schools survey 2011.  

 

Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV-EAESP) , São Paulo, Brazil; Created in 1954 through a joint 

effort by the Brazilian government and Brazilian companies, as well as the collaboration of 

Michigan State University, FGV-EAESP was founded with the objective to train people to face the 

challenges that were arising during Brazil’s period of development at that time. FGV-EAESP is one 

only Brazilian institution to have triple accreditation (AACSB, EQUIS and AMBA), and because of 

this is a school internationally recognized for its excellence. 

 

 

8. The academic background of researchers and/or Ph.D.-students actively involved in or 

responsible of implementing the network activity (max. 10 lines) 

 

Leif Bloch Rasmussen, is an associate professor at Inst. of IT-Management at Copenhagen 

Business School. He has been involved in several EU-projects where partners – among others - 

come from India and Brazil. His teaching and research is currently mainly related to innovation 

models, systems thinking, knowledge as a commons and nano-technologies. 

 

Patricia Plackett; (PhDs in business strategy & in anthropology) has a research focus on 

innovation and development of new business models that enhance sustainability and was Project 

Manager of an EU Asia Link project comparing management strategies for intangible assets in, 

among others, India and Denmark. In addition to her research background she has management 

experience in government and industry positions. 

 

Mia Olsen PhD Fellow; Received her BA in International Business Communication from SDU and 

an MSc in IT, E-Business from ITU. She is now working on her PhD project, which revolves 

around the cashless society. 
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9. The added value achieved by collaboration with the chosen foreign partner(s) (max. 15 lines) 

 

IIT Roorkee, India; The experience of the Indian Institute of technology (IIT) Roorkee, with 

innovation research and international collaboration has been proven over the past decades. They 

have not only collaborated with premier institutions of the world for furthering entrepreneurship 

and innovation. In India they are also well regarded for their domain knowledge of innovation. 

Having them as our primary network partner will bring their business model related knowledge 

and capacity on board.  

 

Institute of Management technology, IMT, Ghaziabad, UP, India; One of the visions of IMT 

matches the goal of the network, which is to  “be at the crossroads of the currents that co-create 

an environment of learning, development and entrepreneurship that provide a platform from 

where true leaders emerge to influence thought and practice”. Furthermore they have buil t 

capacities around entrepreneurship through their CRICKET center, 

http://www.imt.edu/Cricket/Articles/ArticlesofCricket.aspx, which will help us strengthen the 

value addition component of our network.    
 

Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV-EAESP) , São Paulo, Brazil; The focus of FGV-EAESP as avant-

gardism, innovation and international excellence combines with the network proposals. Academic 

research, published in the top Brazilian and international magazines, and books contribute both to 

developing Science in Brazil and to the excellence of its graduate courses. The knowledge of Brazil 

context and the many studies developed in Base of the Pyramid and Social Businesses will help in the 

overall objectives of the network 

 

 

10. The main applicant’s experience in international scientific collaboration (max. 10 lines) 

 

Sudhanshu Rai is an Associate Professor and Director of Indian Relations at the CBS and has 

been active in international research collaboration on several fronts with mainly emerging 

economies; He has successfully managed as a coordinator two EU framework projects and in 

developing new EU-7 framework projects. He was the project manager of the Euro-India 

Knowledge Mapping Project, FP 7, International cooperation, 2008-2009 Total grants 880,000.00. 

He was the project manager for the EU-Asia ICT Program for “MAXCROP” (Maximizing high 

value, export agriculture production through integrated collaborative information systems:  China 

and Sri Lanka. He has been a member of the CBS-India strategy team which develops research and 

business relationship with India.  

 

Feltkode ændret

http://www.imt.edu/Cricket/Articles/ArticlesofCricket.aspx
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11.  Commitment of the chosen foreign partner(s) (max. 10 lines) 

 

Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, India; has social entrepreneurship at the core of its 

founding philosophy. It is also a leading light in exploring new forms of knowledge and inter-

disciplinary work, with a focus on new business models. It is this kind of inter-disciplinary skill and 

work that we believe that IIT will bring to our network.  

IMT, Ghaziabad, UP, India; Key strength is bringing together inter-disciplinary field of social 

science and management, with knowledge integration as their mantra. Their faculty is dedicated to 

the the mentoring and support of entrepreneurship. They have an in-house incubator which has seen 

several entrepreneurs succeed in the market.  

FGV-EAESP, São Paulo, Brazil; Has a deep knowledge in management, sustainability and base 

of the pyramid. They created a strong network with important stakeholders of social business and 

social entrepreneurship in Brazil. Their knowledge of how to create a shared value business model, 

with social and economic goals will be relevant for the network. 
 

 

The applicant herewith confirms that all the information given is correct. 

 
 

Date and signature:                                                                                                                               

 

 

Co-signature from the Head of Department 
 

 

Date and signature: 

 
 
 

 

The Danish Act on Processing of Personal Data with latest revision (Act No. 429 of 31 May 2000) gives you a number of rights when information 
concerning you is processed electronically. We would therefore draw your attention to the following: 

 

 Upon request, you are entitled to inspect and, where relevant, correct information concerning you whenever such data are processed 
electronically.  

 If your application is granted, information about your name, the project execution site, the title and duration of the project, key numbers 
and the size of the grant can be published in the Danish National Research Database (http://www.forskningsdatabasen.dk) (partly in 

English) and on the Danish Research and Innovation Agency’s homepage (http://www.fi.dk). 

 

 

Feltkode ændret

Feltkode ændret
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