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EU Asia Inter-University Network for Teaching and Research in Public Procurement

Regulation

The University of Nottingham (Project leader: Professor Sue Arrowsmith) has received an

award of 450000 Euros from the European Union’s Asia Link programme, as leader of a

five member consortium.

The award is for a project to develop a global academic research and teaching network in

the area of public procurement regulation. The other consortium members are

Copenhagen Business School, the Central University of Finance and Economics (Beijing),

Xinjiang University, and the University of Malaya.

The award is for a three year project to develop a sustainable capacity at university level

in research and teaching in public procurement regulation, running from January 2008 to

January 2011.

The project aims, first, to develop a capacity in this area in Asian universities, initially in

China and Malaysia, and eventually to extend this across the whole continent. Academic

capacity in public procurement education at university level is currently embryonic or

non-existent in Asian developing countries, and this hinders sound policy development. In

addition, the network will promote and enhance EU teaching and research on public

procurement regulation, which has only recently developed as a distinct academic



discipline. It will also enhance global trade dialogues by improving EU understanding of

procurement issues affecting Asia.

Activities funded under the project include:

- Setting up a permanent global academic network of scholars (PLAN) working in the field

of public procurement regulation — both those in law schools and those working in other

discipline such as economics, politics and management. For further information please

see the separate link;

- Developing an innovative postgraduate curriculum on procurement regulation, based on

international/comparative materials;

- Exchange visits and workshops to support research and postgraduate teaching.

Workshops will cover, for example, research methods and methodologies in the context of

public procurement regulation, with a focus on comparative, international and

interdisciplinary research;

- Production of an extensive bibliography to support global research and teaching

activities;

- Production of specialist textbooks to support teaching and course development

activities;

- Translation of leading international academic and legal texts into Chinese;



- A series of major conferences of academics, practitioners and policy makers (in

Nottingham, Kuala Lumpur and Beijing).

On the 18th-19th of February, the official Asia Link Project Kick-Off Meeting took place at
the University of Nottingham. As well as settling the contents of the partnership agreement
and other formal business, the meeting gave several events of the Asia Link Project a

more definite shape and discussed a timeline for launching parts of the project such as the

website and PLAN (the Procurement Law Academic Network).

Disclamer: This document has been produced with financial assistance of the European
Union. The contents of this documents are the sole responsibility of Copenhagen
Business School and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position

of the European Union.
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Partners

University of Nottingham

The Public Procurement Research Group is part of the School of Law at the University of

Nottingham, which is consistently ranked amongst the leading law schools in the United

Kingdom: it is rated as ‘Internationally Outstanding’ (Grade 5A on a scale of 1-5¥) for

research and as ‘Excellent’ for teaching. The Public Procurement Research Group is a

global leader in research and teaching on public procurement regulation, with academic

staff hailing from China, Nigeria, Italy and Greece, as well as the UK. As well as

conducting research, the Group teaches modules on public procurement law to both

undergraduates and postgraduates, and has an extensive PhD programme. The Group

also works closely with national governments and international organisations to provide

training and advice on policy-making. The work of the Group and of its members is

sponsored by Achilles Information and Achilles Group, by Bevan Brittan LLP, and by the

Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply.



Website - University of Nottingham - Public Procurement Research Group

Contactperson: Anne Snape - e-mail: Anne.Snape@nottingham.ac.uk
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Copenhagen Business School

The public procurement law research group at the Law Department of CBS is one of the

larger and most active groups in Europe within this field. Members of the group have

published several articles in the internationally recognized journal Public Procurement

Law Review (PPLR) which is peer reviewed as well as several books and articles.



Furthermore, one of its members has been affiliated to PPLR for a decade and was
appointed Assistant Editor of the journal in 2006. The public procurement group has
successfully organized international conferences and subsequent publication of the
presented papers. lts members frequently give lectures at conferences in Denmark and
abroad, and the group has established close links with other researchers of the highest
international standing in the field. It can be added that members of the group have
assisted the Danish government in concrete tender procedures and that one member is
an expert member of the Danish Complaints Board for Public Procurement (Klagenaevnet
for Udbud) and Peer Reviewer for OECD/SIGMA. The group has offered procurement law
courses for more than a decade.

Contactperson: Steen Treumer - email: st.jur@cbs.dk
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Central University of Finance and Economics

The China Public Procurement Research Center is a research institute established by the
Central University of Finance and Economics ( CUFE )and operated by the Law School of
CUFE under the authorization of CUFE. The Group is consisted of China’s earliest and
leading experts on public procurement in the fields of law, finance economics, public
administration and defense acquisition and is a leading and most active advocate for
China’s government procurement reform and legislations. One of its senior members was
a member on the Working Groups of China’s Bidding Law, Government Procurement Law
and the Concession Regulation of Municipal Infrastructure in Beijing, and an expert group
member with respect to UNCITRAL’s Model Law on government procurement. Two of its
senior members serve as advisors to the Chinese Delegate with respect to the above
mentioned UNCITRAL model law. Three of its member serves as local experts with
respect to procurement law revision and formulation of new regulation under the umbrella
of World Bank’s program on supporting China’s economic reform and senior advisors to
China’s Working Group with respect to its accession to the WTO GPA. Senior members of
the Group published China’s earliest monograph and text book and another three books
in public procurement. it also publishes more than 50 articles including several articles in
Public Procurement Law Review and chapters in edited international books. One of its
members serves on the Editorial Board of Public Procurement Law Review, Journal of

Government Procurement (U.S.A) and the Chinese Journal of Government Procurement.



Members of the Group regularly speak at conferences domestic and aboard and host

workshops/conferences on public procurement. The focus of the Group’s current research

is on GPA related issues and domestic procurement law reform.

Central University of Finance and Economics is one of the leading comprehensive

universities covering extensive disciplines in law, arts, sciences and engineering, and it is

also distinguished in economics and management. It is one of the 100 universities to

which the Chinese government has attached top priority for the 21st Century. The law

school of CUFE was founded in 1995 with distinct advantages of providing

interdisciplinary education of law, economics and management. The Law School is

leading the country in quite a number of fields such as financial law, corporate law,

economic law, public procurement law, insurance law, tax law, and auction law.

For more information on CUFE or its law school, visit www.cufe.edu.cn/English or

http://law.cufe.edu.cn/english

Contactperson: Cao Fuguo - e-mail:Cao_fuguo@yahoo.com.cn
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Xinjiang Unversity of Finance & Economics

Xinjiang University of Finance and Economics (XJUFE) is a full-time University of higher
learning and it is one of the key universities in Urumgqi, the capitol of Xinjiang in the west of
China. The University offers programmes for undergraduates, postgraduates, adults and

foreign students. The University comprises of 14 academic departments. The modernized



library has more than 600,000 books in stock. There is a total enrolment of more than

20,000 students. There is 1302 staff in total; including 750 are fulltime teachers, 36

professors and 215 associate professors. XJUFE has been actively exploring effective

ways to meet the economic development of the region.

Webstite - Xinjiang University

Contactperson: Wang Dong - email: wangdong95@yahoo.cn
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Univervisity of Malaya

Established in 1972, the Faculty of Law, University of Malaya provides a liberal education

in law and jurisprudence; arming students with the skills for ethical professional practice

and critical examination of the law as an element of social organisation, change and

justice.



The Faculty orientates their programmes towards the needs of Malaysia, increasing the

use of the National Language (Bahasa Malaysia) in the study and practice of law. It also

encourages greater research into Malaysian Law, especially Muslim law and customary

law.

Website - University of Malaya

Contackperson: Khaw Lake Lee - email: khawlt@um.edu.my
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Upcoming events

On 3rd September a aay of lectures on Introduction to Public Procurement Regulation will

be held at University of Malaysia for participants from University of Malaya and other

Malaysian Universities. Dr Aris Georgopoulos, University of Nottingham, Assistant

Professor Hendrik Anderson and Associate Professor Christina Tvarno of Copenhagen



Business School will present most of the sessions. Dr Abdul Azahari Aziz, senior lecturer
at MARA has been invited fo present a session on Public Procurement Regulation in
Malaysia. Speakers from CUFE will give a presentation on Public Procurement Regulation

in China.

This will be followed on 4th September by a workshop in legal Research Methods to be

given by Dr Ezra Hasson, School of Law, University of Nottingham.

For further details on the organisation of these events please contact Professor Yeowchoy

Choong, Faculty of Law, University of Malaya [choongyeowchoy@hotmail.com]
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Dr. Ping Wang

Dr Ping Wang of the Public Procurement Research Group University of Nottingham who
was in China to speak at the EU-China Dialogue on Government Procurement in Bejjing
and Shanghai on 24-28 April gave two seminars at CUFE fo students studying
procurement. Dr Wang also visited Xinjiang University of Finance and Economics and

gave a combined seminar/mini-workshop.
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A succesful workshop was held af CUFE on 28 May 2008




A successful workshop on Establishing, Operating and Funding Research Centres was
held at CUFE on 28 May 2008. Participants included members from the Law School and
other Schools at CUFE and Professor Zhao Li, Deputy Head of the Law School at Xinjiang
University of Finance and Economics. Presentations were given by Professor Cao Fuguo,
CUFE Director of the Asia Link Program on Government Procurement, David Crowley
from Research Innovation Services, University of Nottingham and Professor Sun Baowen,

Director, Department of Scientific Research at CUFE.
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The PLAN--Procurement Law Academic Network--is one of the main projects that will be
pursued under the heading of Asia Link. It aims to be a permanent global network of

academics interested in public procurement law and regulation issues.

The proposed PLAN network has grown out of an informal global network of academics
interested in international/comparative public procurement law that has developed over
the past 15 years, for the purpose of various research projects, conferences and law
reform/training activities with international bodies (UNCITRAL, EC, WTO, OECD efc).
There are now well over 100 interested academic scholars/institutions involved, covering

Europe, Asia, Africa, Australasia, the Americas and the Caribbean.

The idea behind PLAN is to launch a public global infrastructure for this network to link
everyone together on a permanent basis. The network will be open to any academic
interested in the field. It will be used to publicise current research projects as well as for
finding contacts for future projects and events from all over the world. It is currently
intended to operate in both Chinese and English, but the possibility of including

multi-language functionality is being investigated.
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