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English or…..English

English as corporate language among 5200 
employees

Communicating with Zymers

AGENDA



English or…..English

NOVOZYMES PRESENTATION21/06/20103



From the Novozymes brandguide…on the 
use of English
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Employees

 More than 5,200 
employees worldwide

 Around 50% working
in Denmark

 80% speak English as 
second language

Research and 
Developement
15%

Production
50%

Sales, 
Marketing and 
Corporate staff
35%
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Yet most material is only in English…

At Novozymes, we believe strong players 
need strong teams. From the word "Go," 
we’ll trust and support each other to 
tackle big challenges. 

We are a team of sparky and dedicated 
colleagues who challenge each other to 
perform our best and care for each other 
along the way.

Novozymes hires the best, so from the 
first day newcomers should expect to be 
given a lot of responsibility and to make 
a positive contribution.



Novozymes TV to reach employees
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• All in English

• English is a 
challenge, also for 
Danes

• Novozymes TV 
reaches white collar
workers, with
access to a PC and 
who speak English

•Keeping non-
Danish employees
in mind



Corporate intranet customized in 4 languages; 
Danish, English, Chinese, Portugese
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Idiosyncrasies in spite of clear language policies

 Quarterly results presented to employees in Danish

 Development and training sessions in Danish, when offered in 
Denmark

 General corporate orientation emails still in Danish, example below
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THANK YOU!
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